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The Jan. 29 assassination in San Pedro Sula of businessman Eduardo Pina Van Tuyl has rekindled
debate in Honduras regarding the thorny issue of military impunity. The killing, which comes on
the heels of a wave of violence in northern Honduras, has also awakened new fears regarding the
expansion of drug trafficking activities in the country. Following three weeks of intense speculation
regarding the authors and motives behind the Pina killing, a former agent from the secret police
(Direccion Nacional de Investigaciones, DNI) came forth with explosive testimony implicating
the military. In Feb. 18 comments to reporters, the government's Human Rights Ombudsman
Leo Valladares confirmed his office was providing protection to the agent, Josue Zuniga. Zuniga
appeared in San Pedro Sula before Judge Ana Maldonado to provide testimony regarding the Pina
killing as well as at least eight other mysterious assassinations in the San Pedro Sula area over the
past year, all of which have remained unsolved. Valladares said Zuniga linked all of the killings to
the military, providing specific names of those responsible for several of the murders. Also on Feb.
18, armed forces spokesperson Col. Napoleon Santos confirmed that Zuniga had served as a DNI
agent in San Pedro Sula. According to Santos, Zuniga was expelled from the DNI in early February
for having violated internal military regulations. According to Gabriel Garcia, a journalist currently
serving as a deputy in the National Congress, Zuniga's testimony attributed the Pina killing to
middle-level DNI officers involved in drug trafficking. The officers allegedly ordered Pina killed
after learning that he had told agents from the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) of their
involvement in narcotics trafficking. In testimony delivered to the National Congress on Feb. 17,
police director Col. Mario Hung also asserted that the Pina killing was linked to drug trafficking,
although he emphatically denied any involvement by the police or army. Military participation
in the Pina killing had also been alleged by an eyewitness to the crime, journalist Eduardo Coto.
During the second week of February, Ramon Custodio, president of the Honduran Human Rights
Committee (Comite de Derechos Humanos de Honduras, CODEH), issued composite sketches and
names of three members of the military suspected of having killed Pina. The CODEH accusation
was based on testimony provided by Coto. Two of the accused Maj. Raul Gutierrez and Second Lt.
Allan Valladares subsequently appeared before a judge to declare their innocence. On Feb. 6, Coto
went into exile after receiving repeated death threats. The persecution against Coto coincided with
a series of verbal and physical attacks against reporters and media enterprises which have criticized
the military or have attempted to cover alleged drug trafficking activity in northern Honduras.
These include a Feb. 4 bomb attack against the residence of Yani Rosenthal, administrative director
of the San Pedro Sula-based daily newspaper El Tiempo. Growing persecution against the press
has provoked harsh condemnations from several important local media enterprises including
editors or directors from daily newspapers El Heraldo, La Tribuna, and La Prensa and from the
Honduran Journalists Association (Colegio de Periodistas de Honduras, CPH). The Inter-American
Press Society (Sociedad Interamericana de Prensa, SIP) has also expressed concern over the
situation and has announced plans to send a mission to Honduras to investigate. (Sources: Agencia
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Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/05- 02/05-07/93, 02/18/93; Agence
France-Presse, 02/06/93, 02/13/93, 02/17/93, 02/18/93)
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